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TAGS:  PGOV  PHUM  PINR  TX 

SUBJECT:  WRITER  ESENOV  DENIED  PERMISSION  TO  EXIT 

TURKMENISTAN  TO  ATTEND  PEN  CLUB  AWARDS  CEREMONY 

REF:  BRUSH-FOX/PERRY  4/14/06  EMAIL 

IQ.  (SBU)  PEN  Club  award  winner,  writer  Rahym  Esenov, 
was  told  by  the  State  Service  for  the  Registration  of 
Foreign  Citizens  on  April  14  that  he  was  on  the  list  of 
citizens  prohibited  from  traveling  abroad.  Subsequently, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Rashit  Meredov  confirmed  to 
Organization  for  Cooperation  and  Security  in  Europe 
Center  in  Ashgabat  Ambassador  Ibrahim  Djikic  in  a hastily- 
called  afternoon  meeting  that  Esenov  was  not  permitted  to 
travel  because  of  two  convictions,  "contraband  and 
incitement  to  ethnic  violence"  and  that  the  GOTX  did  not 
want  international  governments  and  agencies  to  demand 
explanations  on  internal  matters  regarding  the  criminal 
act  of  a Turkmenistan!  citizen. 

T2 . (SBU)  The  OSCE  Center  in  Ashgabat  and  post  are 
sending  a diplomatic  notes  over  the  weekend  requesting 
information  on  the  convictions  against  Esenov  that 
warrant  his  in-country  detention.  (Note:  The  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  works  on  Saturdays.  End  Note.)  The  OSCE 
Center  and  post  have  no  information  confirming  the  GOTX ' s 
claim  that  Esenov  is  still  under  in-country  arrest  as  a 
consequence  of  February  2004  charges  for  smuggling 
contraband  (740  copies  of  his  book  entitled  "The  Crowned 
Wanderer")  and  inciting  ethnic  violence.  Esenov  said  he 
never  was  convicted,  just  accused. 

T_3 . (SBU)  DCM  and  OSCE  Human  Dimensions  Officer  Benjamin 
Moreau  will  accompany  Esenov  and  his  daughter  to  the 
airport  on  April  17,  when  he  will  attempt  to  board  the 
Lufthansa  flight  to  New  York  via  Frankfurt. 

T_4 . (SBU)  Per  ref  email,  embassy  has  informed  PEN  of 
this  development.  Embassy  and  OSCE  also  have  repeatedly 
told  the  MFA  to  expect  significant  negative  publicity  as 
a result  of  this  travel  denial. 
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